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The Great Himalaya seems reluctant to limit its expanse. However at the foothills of Chitwan (Leopard Forest) it had to surrender itself at the feet of inner Terai (the flat land), letting a river flow outwards. Dadua, a small village near Bhandara is nestled at the west bank of the river just before the foothills shake hands with Terai, surrounded by sub-tropical vegetation. With the new revolution in child education, a primary school has been established right at the center of the village and the children have begun to enjoy their school life. 
Their best holiday recreation is to spend time in playing with mud, sand and swimming in the river. However their recent after-exam holiday was quite different. Though their regular school was closed, another school was waiting for them, Vacation Bible School (VBS), an exciting school with an unexpected subject, the Bible, with user-friendly workbook. A total of 210 children came to participate in the VBS that was held from 10-12 August 09. About 60% of the children were from non-Christian families. The children were so excited to come to the VBS that though we had asked them to come at eight O'clock in the morning every day, many of them came as early as six O'clock. 

At the closing ceremony on 12 August, a girl, Sangeeta Roka, shared what she had learned, "I learned that God is our Creator and our Saviour. I also learned that I need to respect the older and love the younger." A boy, Shankar Shrestha, shared, "I learned that I need to give first place to Jesus in my life. I learned about St. Thomas who was not afraid to die for the sake of Christ. His life story challenged me to live for Christ." Shankar also had an opportunity to share his testimony with me (Dhruba). He is 13 year old and it has only been six months for him to know about Jesus. He said, "My parents and brother had believed in Jesus but I didn't believe. One time my elder sister got sick. She suffered from epileptic fits and collapses. Once I prayed for her and said to her, 'Ooth Didi' (Rise Sister). Then she rose and sat. Because of that miraculous incident I believed that God was Almighty. Then I accepted Christ."
Sankar's elder brother, Ram Kaji Shrestha, also has similar story. He shared, "My mother had hip and back pain problem. Some Christians suggested her that if she prayed to Jesus, He would heal her. So my mother asked those Christians to pray for her. After prayer she felt better. She also went to the hospital and had some medication and she was completely healed. After that all in our family believed."
We had a teachers training for VBS teachers on 9th where there were 25 teachers. After the VBS was over, we had a teachers meeting. Some of the teachers gave the following comments:
"The children were wasting their time, playing in the mud. This VBS gave a wonderful opportunity to utilise their time for good thing," said a teacher.

Another said, "This was the best way to share the gospel to the children, and their parents through them."

Still another said, "I had attended many Sunday School teachers training but I did not have opportunity to apply what I had learned. This VBS gave me an opportunity to apply the talents that I had." 

The local pastor, Bir Bahadur Tamang, shared his feelings, "This programme was very helpful in spreading the gospel among children. Now these children will take the gospel to their parents."
"The children of our enemy also came to this VBS and even won some awards. This was an opportunity to show our love for them," shared the pastor's wife, Dhana Tamang.
"From the lips of children and infants


you have ordained praise

because of your enemies, 


to silence the foe and the avenger." Psalm 8:2

We have experiences that Satan also follows us wherever we go for VBS and tries hard to spoil the good time. Sometimes he breaks a child's leg and other times he causes appendicitis in a child's stomach. One time he also killed a baby of a volunteer who had come to prepared food for the children. This time he had another tactic. He caused diarrhea to one of our volunteer teachers, Anju. She came for the teachers training on 9th and prepared lesson for the next day class. But when she began to teach, she could not continue. All of a sudden her stomach began to grumble and her body temperature skyrocketed. We all were afraid due to this sudden diarrhea and high fever. She had to see the doctor and take rest. But she defeated Satan. On the third day she was again teaching her class as if nothing had happened. Yes, the Good News of God was preached at this VBS and Satan was defeated.
The Lord fulfilled the desire of our hearts and we give all glory to Him alone!

As SU staff we will not be able to follow-up these 210 children but our 25 local volunteer teachers have undertaken the task. Please pray for both the children and the teachers that God will help them in the process of discipleship.

Another VBS was organised at Sara Christian Church, Kathmandu from 25 to 27 August 2009. Our Field Staff, Mr. Dinesh Limbu went to help Pastor Tej Roka who was the key person to organise the programme. A total of 110 students, 16 teachers and 10 volunteers participated in this VBS. The children were happy to know the Lord Jesus from the Bible and also about the lives of missionaries. They even enjoyed playing games and learning new songs. Please remember these children in your prayer that they will grow in the Lord.
Thank you so much.

In His Field,
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